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Among the many evils and {nconveniences con-
Mmequent mpon the winter season lew are more
/meverely felt or wore intimately brought home to
every inbabitant of & great city like New York
Ahan those arlsing from & stoppage \n the dally
supply of water through the [reezing up of the
'pipes. Yet every winter this trouble has to be
endured at & loss of pot only patience, bus
also &t o considersble cost In  actual
dollars and cents. OWwing to the cxtreme severity
of the present season this inconvenience has been
Jeit in o far greater degree, and oyer & much more
‘extended area than ever before. Il the stoppage
of the supply of water alone was the only trouble
thore would not be much to complain of, for the
quantity of water requisite for temporary use
might be obtalned (rom an obliging and sympathiz-
ing neighbor. bot there are other alter troubles
Aghat force themselves on the notice of the pouse-
holder, which cannot be borne with the same
amount of patience, These are brought about by a
deluge of water, which suddenly and without warn.
ing foods their apariments, spulllng carpets, cell-
ings and forniture, 1t s then discovered for the
Arst time that the warer pipes have nursted. A little
care and an examination made previcusly would
have prevenied all the mischief, but now the only
femedy 18 to geek a plumber, wiose bills, by the
‘WAY. are no Inconsiderable 1tem in the househoid-
er's expenses, notwithstanding the lact that to
him and his carclessncss origioaily s all the
trouble to be attributed,

; THE ANNOYANCE AND EXPENER
consequent on the barsting of pipes {& not alone
sufferea by the dwellers in the meanest tenement
house, but 18 felt In the dwellings of wealthy peo-
Pple. All are allke maae to feel 1ts depressing in-
flaence, white the expense 18 equally an 1tem to
the one a4 to the other. The present system of
placing water pipes in houses appears to be de-
fective, while the material employed in thelr con-
Btruction seems al-o, I the majority of |Dstances,
quite unswited ro the necessities ol the case,

THE BEST MATERIAL.

From inquiries carefully made it appears that
lead pipe 18 the most generally used for water
pipes.  From actual experiments it has been de.
termined that these pipes will open or crack onder
8 pressure of 1,400 Lo 1,600 pounds 0 the square
inch. Cast iron, Dowever, resista up to 18,000
pounds and wrought iron 25,000 to 40,000 pownds.
1t can, therefore, be readily determined whien are
the best pipes for use. It appears, also, that the
bursting of the pipes is not caused, as 18 the
popular theory, wien the water, wihich hag be-
come irozen, beginsg to thaw; bal at the polnt at
which the water hus lallen to a tempersture of
twenty-eight degress. Then toe ice, which has
been previously formed, expands with force suf-
ficient to eauae A crack. Tois is oot noticed at the
time, and the scarcity of water 18 constdered to be
the only evil to be obviated, and, a8 It |8
generally some time before the leak can be
stopped, the natural consequence 18 ruin to furnl-
tore and fittings in adaiuon to rendering the apart.
ments vejow the foor where the gecident happens
untenantable ior the next few days. Another
featore attending this pecwlar trial to the nerves
and patience of the suflercrs i3 that the outpour-
ing of the water almost iovarisbly bappens in the
night me, thus allowing fall play to 112 (nsiooa-
tng sud penetrating puwers for several lours
belore i 18 discovered,

ALL THIS TROUBLE
might be avolded 1 ocenpanta of houses wonld
bus ,exercise an oceasionsl supervision of these
wvital parts ol the nxtures in thelr dwellings, for iL

Is nseless Lo expect anyiung ke copsclentions |

work on the pam of the plumbers, as their only
alm 18 to secure to themselves & Job, o
VEry maeny lnstapces, when & bouse {8 outid-
log, the conducting pipesiesding from the mains
10 the housas are lald wnder ground, only a few
ioches beneath the surface, and are thug e Xposed
%0 the fuli aetion of the rost, while (o earrylng the
pipes up througn the house they are placed close
%0 the outer walls and are thus sl exposed to
the scsion of the weather when a sudden falllng

pecially the case In coroer houses, which, by
reason of wbeir situatiou are more exposed W the

Woather.
A PREVESTIVE

Tt has Been & quesiion with many peop's
how aud (o what manner they can oprevenl u re-
currence of this niwnerto yesrly break in demes-
tic comiort, ‘Ihe geueral opinlon, Lowever, Ap-
peas to b that tne pipes might to be rendered
periectly sale and Lbe water prevented [rom
ireezing In them Ly encasmng them N & coveriog
of ielt or some oLther substance of & non-comnduc-
tive nature. lu Northern Prussia, [or lusiance, where
the tewperaiure duriog toe winter is very low,
the people bulld voxcs gronnd their water pipes
and pack tuese in witn borse maoure, and 1L 8
seldom Lt one Dears of such & tiing &8 8 burated
pipe. The Luglisn peoie 1iso, on Lhe approach of
the winter seascn, tuke Deasures Lo prevent any
accident Bappening 1o their bouses Lrom the causes
rejerred to by sucading all the plpes in wrappings
of hmy, striw of canvas In St Petersourg, i
Ruseja, on the establishment of the present sys.
eI Of wateTworks, greul damage Wasd anticipa.ed

by the peopie irow Lhe acuivn of tae frost on the |

pipes, LOLE W toe swrects wnd o The Louses, LU
vy
AN IMPRRIAL UEARE

jssned at the time, eve ¥ tfualt or occrupant of a l

house Was required W cover eyer; hydraut or pipe
with & thick essing Ol leit.  Iosirucuons were

Issued at the same tine how this work was Lo be |

dupe, snd officers wers duly wppuinted whose
dibies consisted Oy In Makiug doialcillary visite
to Bee Lhil tLhe requirciients of the deoree werg
complied with to Loe fullest extant,
has beold that sccldents Ifom the burstiog of
frozen pipes 1n Ll cily are very iew,

Iln New York, however, i1v I8 0ol W e expected
that the pecpie can be compelled Lo take any pre-
cRULoOns (0 & matier such @8 this, Wolch COncerns
their own convenience and pocket alone, such &
law coald be enjorced under Gn autoCratic govern-
ment, but oot wuder & Hepobllc sucl ad s,

BUGGRSTIONS,
which eonid be made o praciicsl beneflt, however,
might be drawu up under the direcion of the
Leparunent ol Buidiugs, wond circulsied through
every bouse In Loe city, & L0 the Lert mesiods
that could be sdopied by the residents not only in
preventing the nulsunce, bt also &8 to the best
way to proceed 10 tasw out the pipes when once
frogen. ASIL 18 At present the only way seeins Lo
Le, iu the first place, to ababdon aVeryibing to
chance, And when the pipes (reame 50 ciali in &
plumper, Thia individusi isalways provided with &
small purtable apparaius, by the ald o which be can
jorue & jet of siedw lnto & plpe, sud i the course
ol ashort Wme remedy the alMeuley O conrse
this I8 expensive, but 1t 18 the plumper's DArvest,
The praciice ol ietiing he Waler run Irom Wie tap,
although It sometioies prevenla Iregzing, |8 now
always efeotunl and s ut best & clumay and wasie-
fol metnod of avoiding the trouble, [u sothe cases,
£00, by the aceidental stopping of & dralo whrough
which the water thus ieft w jan ks exvected to Lo
mld off, the attempled cure becolses worse
the diseuse,
A CHEMINT'S OPINION,
The mere sct Of busuung o & 8upo=cOooKk OfteD pie-

Ihe result |
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neglgent to give it & thouguk.

Severe a8 have been some of our recent winlers
this (18 even more so, and housgkeepers who, per-
bang, have not expertenced a dearth of water on
‘wocount of the warm aumospliere of  their
residences fur a years now realize
that the frost even penetrales their domiciles,
Wiere 80 mny persons are interested in the suy-
lect how to prevent the freezing o pipes and now
Lo Ehaw them our (8 une that cunnot at this criss
hie consiog: ed Irivolous or inopportune, With this
view of the case in the interest of the housekeep-
€rs 4 regresentative of the HERALD yesterday
visited & enemist of the Hoard of Heulth
the  sub-
known to
ouly

in

experienced persons, tonst  the
WAY to preveut water (reeging (s to keep It
coustunt motion by allowing it 1o run.  Water
lieezes BL tLirty-twe degrees Fahrenheit; bul
waler may be kept in liguid form even if the soll
or alr surrounding the irun or lead plpes are below
the thirty-two degrees, Science does nos give ud
ony chemical property thas will prevent water
Ireezing 1 pipes, but it does give us & way of re-
duclng congealed water to & liguo form.
HALF A PINT OF ALOOHOL

poured Into & pipe will reduce the ice in the pipes
0! & meajum #1zed honse, U the pipes be per-
endicular or inclined 8o that aleoiol can reacn It,
here the ireezing ocours at horlzontul polots on
tie pine even alcolol falls, as the jce forces the
spirits  back. Another remedy 8 sslpnurio
acid, which can only be used successrully in lesd
‘pipes, however, an it 1s llable to corrode kbe iron
pipes and endanger the joints, Solpborie acid
accomplishes the work much quicker than aleonol,
LUt as 18 18 & polgon 18 showld only be used 1o case
ol emergency, and care sbould be tikeu to keep 1s

ous of the reach of Ignorunt servants
wio do npot uuderstand it  The waler
in each case shonid be allowed to run for

some fime a/tar the pipes are thawed oat, Lo pre-
vent the use o/ water contsining lpese chemioal
agents, The great diMoulty, thus gentieman &,
18 that this winter tne [rost has peaetrated o far
1nto the earth as to freeze the water in the pipes
connecting those of ioe house with the street
main, AS G0 the best kind of pipes to resiat
trost, the Professor stated that ere Is iitle,
diference betweeu lead and tron. Both conduct
heat and cold more than robber and some otler
muterials. The gisss-ilned pipa If 1t once Ireezes
|5 useless, as it Dreaks easuy. Water will contract
to abput thirty-eigut uﬁrm on being cooled, and
_irom what point 18 will expand to the lreezing
poins, and on being cooléa further, to soliditica-
tion, 80 tuAL the 1ce takes & larger space than the
waber, and causing the burating of pipes and
ail the damage attending upou 1t, Salt, as 18 well
known, 8 also beneficial i reducing ice to liquid
form. It has an aMmoity o the water which can
only be satistied by getung ioto liguid form; but
1t makes the water co'd. In the case of u mixture
of alcohol or sulphuric acid with waler heat 1s
eugenaered, and consequently the water thaws,
VIEWS OF A PRACTICAL PLUMBER.

With a view Lo learn how pipes should be in.
gertea in a bullding w goard againsi (reesing, the
reporter called upon Mr. P. Meade, of No. &0
Centre street, wWho has been & practical plumber
jor fiteen or Hixieen years. He atiributed
the great cause of [reexing of pipes to
the Jace that the conuectlons bLetween
the main  anod the bouse pipes  are
not piaced low ewnongh In  the ground
10 escape the [rost. If the street main i8 not four
jeat beiow the surface Lne connecting pipeshouid
be bent or depressed 80 88 to be four leet beneath
the sarface of the sireet &t e point where 1t
enters the buldiog. 111t 18 possible to have the
main Slopeock And waste pipe unoer the surface ol
the groand ju tue celiar, Lbe water in the uprigut
pipes in the bailding will ve empried by openi g
the faocets, and thus 16 wil be Lmpos-
sible o have [rozen pipes, If the plpes are
correctly  laid and  the  cocks  on  lhe
various foors are vpened, even with horizonial
plpes between the Nvors there will not ve leit m
them enough water o [recze aud burst them.
About two years and a nalf h‘\ﬁ' orders were Issued
by the Deparsment ol Poblic Works lor plumbers,
when tney lound & pipe connecting with the muin
newrer L@ suriace thau jour leet, fo depress 1 Lo
wiat depth, and 4u licensed plumoers are sup pused
to do.80; but

THE HOUSE OWNER OFTEN ODJEOTS
to the extra cost ol Iromn $5 to $10. They uspally
lay the srreet mains about three feet below the
surface ; but the Now of water In Lthem I8 5o srrong
thut even if Lhe [ro8t peuetla’es L that dejth
they will not ireeze, The smuller pipes, Where
tiiere 18 8lower wotion of tne water, ol couise,
ireeze. AL the joot of esch plpe rooning up
from the cellar or basement there should pe
B stop msnd waste cock on each line of
gupply pipe, 80 88 To cut It off separately.
Mr. Meade stated that plumbers rarely selecl the
fuace for he pipes, as (hat devolves upon the
architect; but when they are leit o their own dis-
cretion they are supposed Lo run them a8 near 1o

lLiable to (reeze, insupply pipes there is little chance
jor & piumber to pui Tuem tn S0 44 to bave tuem
get ont ol order Lthat he may soon have anuther

attached to draw off Lhe water, or W horizontal
pipes

AENDA THEM TO FORM TRAPS
| in which the water will collect. The common
COCK, 4% & MIAtber o course, wnen tarned o, aoes

not discharge the water 1o toe pipes above, buk |
| tue waste cock alows it ail to run down and out

shrough the wasie pipe connecung with the water
closet or sewer, If 1L 14 negessary to lay pipes under
foors 16 should be doue with a gradusl descent
toward the stopcock and they should be well
stpapped or booked to the beams. so that water
CANNOT CoLect 16 traps anddreeze, @osl is the groat
jsult with plumbers. They never pay sufficient
Atlencion L this, and the (irst cold snap bursts the
tpea.  Apother peint should be observed by
Euuaexoepers. When the water s turned off 1o the
celiar or Lasemeoat and the siopcocks on the
various floors are opened, the jenitor or nouse-
Keeper stivuid blow into the plpe on the upper
floor. This wii force out whac little waler wmay
remain in wrups (I ot very lurge) to ireeze. Tis
mway seem oud, but 1t wil have s effect, and
thus o livele “blowing dowa on the part of s wile
May have & Leiter efect 1D preveplng pipes [reez-
ing tusn
“RLOWING UPT HER HUSBAND
or the landiord can have after the Jamage has
been done. The waste plpes to Ccurry oll water
abould be iwla with the same Ccare, 50 as 1O get
the intlioe toward the ground. Tae house gun-
nectlons snomd slways be covered with warm,
floe earth, @ 1t 8 less Lable to Ireeze. Mr. Meado
| reports that plulooers fdod tee [rost this winier
more Revere  then L6 has  been
1567, I1his winter 1t nza penetrared
three feet and in wer ground as [ar as lour leet.
Tue above suggasilons 1ay have the eiect of giv-
log Lousekeepers sume hints a8 o bhow to avold
frozen pipes and how to thaw them oat, conse-
quently they are worthy of careiul perusal vy
even those who may find what mach of the loluros-
Lon glven tuey already are iambiar with,
FIRE HYDRANTS,
| Apother branct ¢i 018 same subject to which
00 much atention casnot ve pald. for it
| Irsugnt with a prouability of no nconsiderable
gmonot o1 danger, 18 toe diMi~ulty sxperieaced of
late to obtalaing water irom the Ure aydrants all
O¥er the ciiy jor she service o1 the eugines 1o case

Pn- hundreds of dollars of dsmage, amd yet | Ini to keep them
there are thoss 100

the Nues ok Possibie, OF wherever they wiil e less |

urder, uniéss he puis 1u Cocks that have no waste |

ginge |

bat, of courss, conld
not be doing tiis sil the tume, -
THR RULES OF THE DEPARTMENT
}s“l'u:mw:hemurl;ﬁmu m'\mlﬂ are as
oW :i—

Firsi—Nake no tests by opening & hydrant in case of
Seconrd—Afler using & hydrans be sure to shyt off all
| . It the waier ls not shus off complalely 8
| :%:{;ﬁ’;nptmfuw' above ihe gate irevaing

ensis.
Third—Afer agﬂu off the water throw a handful of
It into the hydrdt.

| Water that R rain ::lllum.t: e 86 8%
W L may nol no e
| ~ Fouréh—Batore loaving the hydrans be sure and fasten

th weOUrely.
| ALl amcars -nummud woe that these rules are ob-
il o irm :hmn ah .d?':u I:ia Vi Lo
4, 'Y {1l
T
con

] :ggu!ned ;'l'th by their men.
ﬂnn will carry with l. in some
nidfuls of

The chief engineer shid during the comversatlon
which was beid with him that he s strongly in
favor of the lntroduction of bydrants of a similar
patLtern to those now 1o use by the Chicago Ore-
men. These he considers to be the best Jor all
pnrgam ever introduced, especially in so [ar
Hs the srrangement lor allowing the waste water
to escape from tne barrel  of the hydrsnt
18 concerned. Anotber sdvantage I8 thal the
water ean be turned off from the main pipe |welf,
gnd the bydrant be taken up without Interfering
‘with she supply to the districk In those tn use
bere this is nok the case, and the water hus to be
tarnea, off from & wholé 8ection beiore any
bydrant can be taken (rom I8 pluce. ‘fhe ar-
rangement [or CATTYIDE BwWay waste water
fu thuose now in wuse 18 aefective, and
oiten allows the whole of @& barrel
above the valve to ges fllled up. He bad ifound
many of the hydranis, he gaid, shis winter flied
with foe up to the very Lop. In such s case 1t
wouald require perhaps an hour and & bhalf to get 1§
into working order, I'ne following table will show
the yumber ol hydrants jound iroden during De-
‘cember, January and February up to date, to-
gother "with the time occupied In thawing them
outl. These were in the cascs of fires to walel the
cngines were called:—

Time Ocen
ond in
wring

Engine  drouts.
Diste. Loeation of Fire. Company. Alinute,
Dee, 15—0orner Blesoker and Broadway.. 58
Jan. 6855 West 38t g
e B
9
14
i
@
5 3
g 4
i
1
v Bl
ot i
.
g i
@—114 anit 116 East 1sth 14
G—ibd fenth aveunue... @ 1
¥—335 kaghth avenue., e 19
9—405 kighth avenue. . oM
2 Cunal street...... 9
-4 Cunal street 1]
=il Cunul stroet.. | | g
B=Ti ADND SPEUL . consvirnnns 4 15
§=T4 Ann street ] 10
§—ii Ann srew 12 8
U =74 Ann stroe bl [
$.—74 Ann sireet, ul 1]
4, —422 Third avenue. .. -] i
§ —42: Third avenue. .18 1
10, —Blind savivm. e
T =dbhind Asylum. . ... ..o0ivnrmnnamas Il
. —Bund Asyluin. .. ... easecia 1B
10.—Blind AsY UMk, cry ovvrrneis - 4
10, —lud sast Houston street.. seee M E]

In regard to the thirty vew large hydrants here
referred to, Chief Engineer Bates said wbat he
considered thew, 80 /ar, pructically & iallure. Tney
might, huwever, work betler during the suinwner,
1. Was lound that on Inspection ol them that
thirtesn werd rozen snd pine wers found to be

Less, Low Van Nort had been in-
1ormed of the condition ol agairs, bug
what that depariment usd done or intdhded to
do he did Dot Know, but he tnought that Bome
provision ought Lo be made In some Way, 80 thal,
4t all times aud In all peasons, water might ve
outained lor use in case of fire, otnerwise the fire-
men, well urganized as they are, wollld be useicas
to stup the ravages of the fames,

WHAT COMMISSIUNER VAN NORT SAYS ON THE SUB-

JECT,

An explanation of the reported bad condition of
the fire nydraats was sougint from Commissloner
Van Nork, unuer whose charge they are, He
stated thiat s0 IAr as he Koew he lacilities
alforded to the fire colnpanies Were greater \n
New York tban o wuoy ether city of toe
world, so far &8 water 18 concerned. Tocre
alwuys (8 aod there always will e,
ne thoognt, scme ltile troubie during tue
| winter irom the lrecziug ol some of Lthe valves

o the hydrants, ool teat 8 o difflcalty that

coald be rewedled In & very few mjautes
i the frewen would go 1he proper way
He  would underiake, ne said, to

|_ to work. s
thaw out any of the hydrunts (o the city
! in less tnan tive mnutes, Theie had bLeen no
more trooble this year thun duninyg the last one,
and everyihlog thit can ve dune 18 done 10 Keep
the hydrants la good workiug urder,
BOIOE CUsed Wrose (rom the metLbat the hydrants
had to be pisced ouwly three or four feet under

ground, and o some lnstances at a distance
o opbly & couple ol feet frowm Ahe
cellars  of the, adjoming bouses, This

allowed tue frost tg peneirate Lo tue valves
quicker than usual; out there was no difficolty
even L such & case o securing & flow o, wabker
within a few moments.
THE CHIEF ENGINEER SPEAKS.

Chief Engineer I'racy, of the Depar nt of Pub-
lie Works, said he had received the (@ wing cowm-
pialnt irvm whe Fire Commissioners yiglerday:—

Hrapguanreus Fine | RTMENT,
New Youx, Fel' 18, 1875
l!%m Greonge M. Vaw Nowy, Uomudsioner ol Pabile
VOrKs:

Siw—inie ehief of this dopartment, In & communics
tion made to the Bosrd of Cumwisaouers on (he 1oth
insl., complains that the new fire hydrants erected on
the Jine of Cha dsireel jor the use of this depari-
ment are insuch o condition as W prevent thelr bein;
of any service in case ol tre during the extreme eo)
weatller.  He reporis that on the 24 ult the hydrant
jm tront ol buaoe  Fark  was roegen, apd  on
the 2 inst.. at toe fire at No, 117 Chambers stroet, he
was deprived of the u e of the hydrants in tront ol Noa,
O nnid 16 Cnambers street, for (he same reason. Ou the
B nst un exaniination was made of all large hydrants
o the Bae of Charel street, and the report shows shat
| thirteen were frozen, requiring from seven minutes to
| over oue hour to tha w siem. aud nioe were fouod to be
:uieu lor the reason that the valve whoels were
roksn.

| 1 am direeted oy the Commiasioners tofeall vour atten-
| tlon to those fucis and W request that some action be
tuken by which these Lydrauts can be brought into
service when peeded by this department. Very respect
fully, W. P. WulTlE, bacretary.

Mr. Trucy referred this communication to his
aasiacunt, Mr. G, W, Birdsall, who .nsde the fol-
lowing report oo the mateer, which wis lor wardea
to the Fire Depurtment:—

Derasraxst or Pusiig Worgs,
Nuw Yorx, Fel, L3 1478

| E. B, Teacr, Faq., Chief Enginear.

BARL Am—ln answer (o & communication of the Pire

i
| Department in regard

of fire, ‘Tnut ihere |8 &  possibuisy  even W the large Lydraots on eaeh
ol such & dificoity Arisipg ought by Bome | mde of ( hurch street, between Canal aud Fulton suree
mesus to be guarded agalnst, for i g | and wlso oun Hndson streel. between Chambers

| fire were to break out o some of tne more densely
| buallt dustricts of the city tne most serious conmse-

| quences wight ensue 1 Walel Wore unaitainable |

except wier & loug delay, A conflagration egaaily
AIEABLIONS &9 Chat WEIeh in 1873 AWeDt over Chis
| cago snd the oue that visited Boaton in 1870 mignt
| easly occur, 1ne only digerence ikely to result
peing that she sotusl damage would far excesd In

fites put togeiuer, The distress wpd lnconveos
1ence Lo the dwellers n the densely populnced
| houses |0 Lhis ¢ily can scarcely Le estimated If
| such & di=aster were o occur, and yet, under ex-
| isting condilions, 1L 18 &0 event not &t all L possl-
| hie or even improbable. The repo:td lrom every
| ire that has occurred during  the  past
AIX  Weeks or  mure  suow  that | greast
dumbcnity has been experieuced by the fremen
i optalning water from the hydrants with
which 1o uperale agaiust the flames. and that 1t
| was only got alter toe hydrants nad been careluly
| thawed ont, Tuld nas, of course, required more
| or less time in each case, but o some Instances,
| Wt actual fres, it 100k A8 lUDE a8 thirty mioules
belore water could bpe obtained. In other iu-
| sianCed where & visit was made, under orders ol
. the Chief kEngueer, to each of the new
large uydranis on Lhe lne of Church street
with two steam engines &od & lwll
| eomplement of men, nearly ail were loand frozaen,
| requiring from Acvel Minutes ench to one hour
S seventesn minules work upon them bejure
ey eonid be thewed oul and Water made to flow
in sufbclent quanity for use. OLlers were found
Lo be utterly useless throlign being ont of re-
palr, 80 that bad & lre happencd bl Lhis time
| in this disirict, the couwsequences likely 1o
nave oeccurred are not difleuit to  umag-
e,  Hers, 1 will be remembered, are
| situated a great number of the |argest wholess.e
| ary goods houses and storage wiarehouses, con-
taning all Kinas of Hght and eamly infswinable
labirics, and ol lnmeuse Lulk and value. Apdut
toe maue cooditiot of thIngA eXiAts Wil over cue
ity sccurdiog to Information outalted rom
CHIEF ENGINEER HATES,
| who says thal Ove munutes or mores have been
oWt by every engine in shawing out hydrauts st
| every fre Lejore they could be put to Work.
The chiel Engineer, whan asked o Ingeedt
| & remedy for this slarming wWtate of afairs,
uf BUTIE pURSILIE method wherehy wie biocking u
| of she hydrants with les might be prevented
atated that be conld not do so, jor he left all that
fort of thing %o the Fire Commissioners and the
Engineer of the Deparsment of Pubhic Works,
whose duty it (s to see Lo the Lydrants being kept
| in proper order, He said the diMcalty to
| countered mostly wrises irom she vaives beeow-
log Iroeen LY the percuiation of the waler
through the leather securing them, which
cowd not then be moOved, Every eugine s pro-
vided, he =aid, with & fexible indla rubber tuoe
| which they can connect with the noiler of the ous-
| gine, and theo insert it down the hydrant throogh

e nozzle and turn on & jot of sveam which mels [

the lce and ieis the valve work free. Tois, of
conrae, W & maver of tuae, and 4Abe
delay arising thereirom might result most
dIARSETOGRLY, 0T o fire would have just #o long Lo
e et more headway. He did ot tolnk (¢ wonld
Ol ANF Use W encase Loe pipes or the hydraot in
ielL or othar Nub-CoGductor, or e malhs e now
S8t frofm our to ive loat woder the soriace, wnd
it A the liost
thid depth, even, that causes the Lroubie,
e resitipoe of the feit would be too small
o give sy practicel resut, So lar as he Koew,
Lo skl the engipe companies generally visiled
L@ Dydrauts (b e disirich aad Were eudoavor-

of the temperature occurs. THIS 1s MmoTe espe- | amount the monetary luss vccasioned by these two |

et penetraces the giound Lo

Dyane strects, 1 would respectiolly report:—

The above lurge hydrants were placed iast yenr ns an
exira supply ol Dydrants, ali the tormer ones being lof
iu piace. o have repealedly, during the cxtreme cold
| wenther, salied cach of tbese lwrge nydreants, jor the

cold weather has in sowe cases so affecied the large
valves that they have leaked & little, and such inrge
valves will peocasarily stick more or [vss with (rost,
| "I ix thie first itimation_ we have had {rom the Fire
Depurtinent as o soy ol these hydrants oeing out of
w-ﬁ:n alid wi are recolving from the Chie! Enginver of
| tha Fire Leparunent reports of the hydranis oul ol order
that his moen tind on therr dally rounda,

I exaimined all the hydraots spoken of yostarday pers
sonally, wud found only (wo of the valve wheels broken,
whieh were regianced by Dew ones; two olther valve
wieels were repiaced by our repair men during the
weeak preceding  All the rest were in order, and only

| tour of sthe valve whees bave Lesn injured sioge the

hydrants were put in.

We are now phiswing out the few that were froren on
top, eaused by tie breaking or the valves, and they will
nii be in good brder today for use, only reguiring the

| nuplieation of steam to warin up the (urce valves betore
| they are opened. Wb this precauiion ail of the
hydrants can be uosed without breaking the valve
| wheels. Respectiully yours, W. slBUsALL,

Mr. Tracy thougut that the (auit found with the

| hydrants by the Fire Department bad veen gresuly
exagperated. He had men always going round
| whose sole business It i8 to look after and koep
the nydraots in proper repair, sod he did ook
| Eem Dow |t was possiole lor any oue of them to
tecome 80 (rozen A8 to  require anything
| like ihe time stated to thaw them out. In
Tegard w Lhose reported ns useless Ly the fire
engloeers, be had o say Lbat is was oniy the
wheels opereting the valves ,which by some means
" had become broken.  Lhese, ne toought, muss
1 nave been brokef by the firewen or otners erying
o forve them round whon they found toey would
| Nnot wWork esasily—ipstesd o putung down their
| thawing pipe in coonection with tne engine
and with which tuey were ali provided, He
| tnuught it was a job ot gp in the (nwerest of some
patent or other by Onding fault with those pow Lo
| use. Tue thirty pew hydrants put down on the
lue ol Church wstreet were pat in at Prasident
Fertey's suggeddon, and are of exira capacity,
being also Otted with wwo nozzies—one ol fAve
1nctes and one (hree inches In diwmeter, The aupply
pipe to thege bydrauts (From the main 8 8LX (DChes
i smeter—ine mMAd DOIDE  LWeulY IDCAeH.
This insures a Lign pressaure aud AN immonse fow
of water, The old hydrants, or those of the oid
pattern, are jei' atlll standing 10 Sielir old places,
80 Lhat If one ls loupd lrogen bey could wikhout

| doubt flud toe Dext one ready W Ko
to work Wwith Wiie the oOtler woas tee
| Ing thawed out. He al#0 stated thut

the barrels of the bydrants weie Kept as

en- | [ar as possible packed with sait, o order tw pre- |
The weather this year had |
| Leen excessively asvero, but he had received no

| ¥ent thelr ireezing.
complaynt irom the Fire Department during the

| winter, except the above, wiich were uol of any |

| momens, He did not toink there need be any
RIArm MMt by the citiaens of & confugracion spread.
LG WIFOUgU & scarcity of water,

THE ICE IN THE RIVERS.

-

CONDITION OF AFFAing O THRE VARIOUS FER- |
RIES —THE FLOES BREATING Ur-—ALCTIO
VIKITOIS,

| The experiences of this winter are s suffictent
proof that thie damage to the inlerost of the oty
B Suete AL lrge by the sotusl broakage of vos
| wols, douks, &cC,, Ly Lbe (o8, Lhe detontion aod loss

nn_'l:::““ cach pn-
form a few 4

Trouble 1o |

of time In crossing the ferries, the difficuity of
moving vessels and the irequent suspension of
navigaton, can only be estimated by hunareds of
thousanda of dollars snnually. Any soccessiul
method of breaking up er preventing the acoumau-
latlon of iee in the harbor and in the East and
North rivers would De a great public benelaction
and would certainly reap lor lts inventor a well
deserved lortane.

‘T'he greater part of that ige which gnthers in the
harbor and the rivers and so oustructs the water
as to Interiere with the working of the ferries is
formed in the Upper Hudson and earried
dgown by the tldes and winds Into the
harbor, Lower Bay and Esst River; for when-
ever there has oocurred & natural blocksde
of ice 1n the Hudson River above the city, the har-
por, It has been notliced, was quite free of obstruc-
tions by 1ce, and has remained 80 as loog as Lhe

ibe coldest winters. Any ios whioh may form In
the harbor, and such an occurrence can only take

to suffer recently, 18 lmmediately carried out Lo

#8684, passing the Narrows befors 18 has gained suf-

flcient atrength or thickness to be atall destrue” |
tive.

There have been varions methods proposed of

PRENING THE RIVERS eaii
from lce blockades, one of whioh was the employ-
ment of Iargs steam tugs fitted up alter the
fMahion of batterlng rams, to steam about and cut
through whenever s bridge was formed ; but soch
relteis counld at the best.be only temporary and
the idea was abandoned as belng too expensaive.

One plan, which appears to be feasibis, 18 that
proposed by Mr. Peter Voorhis, wno, 88 far back as
1861, concelved the idea of blockading the Upper
Hudson by means of & series of rafts, & descrip-
tion of whieh is asTollowa:—

It I8 proposed to bulld the rafts of square white 1
pine logs, lald oue foot apart In orib work, of
dimensions of about 80 fect In length, 40 feet i
breadth and 15 feet in beight, securely bolted to-
gether and clad on the ap river end with boller
iron, and each raft secured by anchors and chalns
of suMclent strength and welght, Itwas proposed
to piace these obatrugsions (o position at the fdrst
appearance of ice aud securely anchor them. A8
#000 &8 the loe gaine suMeient strengsh to hold Lt8
own weight 1o the tideway 1t will form across the
river completely, and go coutinue, constituting &
complete blockade, together with the obsiructors,
until the lce will have meited away to such & con-
dition as to ensure its entire dissciotion after the
crushing up necessary in its passage by the ob-
ptructors and before it could reach the city.

The tide in the Enst Riverchanges from ebb to
flood tide from one to two bours befo:e the change
takes place in the Hudsom River; consequently
the ice is carried rapidly around the Bastery into
the East River to the iull capacity of the chaanei
to recelve it. At all seasons of the year the ebb
tides in the Hudson run longer and faster than the
flood tide, and more especially in the winter and
gpring season, in consequence of prevalling vorth-
erly and westerly winds und (reshets.

The' tce made 1o the 1ivers and bays of Tappan
and Haveratraw 1s earried down by the difference
{o tide and the prevalling north winds in winl.ur“
| and 18 the cause of all the damage to the docks,
vessels and business of New York city.

OFF THE BATTERY.
During the early morolong of yesierday the boats
of the various lerries ran Irregularly. The great
jce fleld of Frioay, wnich had formed so succesaial
pud strong ano ice bridge, bad been swept away
down the Bay by she afterooon ebb tide and was
broken up in various ways. Many of {ts femnants,
however, unwilling to give up the fight with the
ferry and tug boats, came np again late at night
and waged very successful war, 8o successful, |n-
deed, that peither the South nor the Hamilton
ferry did anything of much ac¢count during the
night. The ice remamned packed avout Gov-
| ernor's Isiand and Buttermilk Chanuel ln very
| hnge blocks, and these the ferryboats ioand it very
| dimenlt work to make & way through. At seven
| o'clock in the evening the passage ol these boals
: uad been suspended, and, leariol of tho experl-
]

L &F

¢uces of the previous nignts, not a trip was run

| untll sIx o'clock yesteriny morning, when

thie Triver was comparatlvely clear of large

I fce. Togboats rushyd In where ferryboats

feared to veuture. Their snarp prows and power-
\ iul sction push trem turough where the beavy,

lumbering, brosa ierrybost could not make way.
ye bouts which ran on these two lerries had
10 meaus easy work of 1t, for they became in eac
instance blocked up with lce, which was coming
round from the North River in greal quantities ag
the tune, and It took them on an averpge from
two to three hours o muke each trip ol less than
| half s mile, The gendrality of the ice which 1m-
peded shem was Siawly, bul the current was Now-
10K with great veloeity, and tius, wdded to the
Wwelgnt of the lce, made the Doaw almost upman-
agealle. They kept bravely un, however, aod
while their trips were only 4 vexation and an ao-
noyance to those cn bourd, yei the company triea
Lo do it duty.

AN ICE-BOUND RIVER.,

At this time the ice extended, without & break
looking ug tie East River a8 [ar as ihe eye could
see, il white aopd ghsteniog. At & disbance It
looked like one Ereat sheetl, but near by it was
less Lorestening aud aill broken up Into small
rmcus, gome of wiich had become hummocks, the

ce hnviug piled up opon the feanung pleces so 48
10 give tuem the wppearcoce oi dilmipotive ice-
be:gs. The Wall streel ferry, which had given up
Lusiness entirely on Friday, yesterday succeeded
in muKing very lengthy pussages. No regular
time Wis consumed, but the passage genecally
occupled about hait au hour or s0. Al noon, while
the jce Wis coming up 10 greater quantities, the
tusk 0of crossing was still more diMeult, ana two
Or Lhree trips were not made o less tasn loriy-
five minutes. The same causes operaied ot
Falton rerry, and up to noon the Loars had been
runoing very irre rly and &t intervals of from
ten Wiluies 10 W@ bour, sume 0 the trips belng
exocessively long and dificult, the boats were
olten swept out of thewr way by large floes and the
strengin of the tide, whicn now and then they
could not avoid encountering, spite of the pre-
caulions which (he pllots took wuot to become en-
tangled 1o anything of the kKind. The Mineols had
the worst luck. ohe came out of her gilp jusias
8L EeX trwrulnlrlli large cuke was passing up the
river. The plot, (looiug e couid o no way avord
1t, went Lravely %0 WOrk to smasn 1t ap. Aler
tiree ineffeciunl arvtempts, in whoich he went at
the ice with jull force spa made no lmpression, he
gaveup the Job, and evidenliy vecawne reslgned,
#ud the fine carrled the boal np the river, Tue
great muss ol ice traveled steadily up the river
untyl It reached the Illﬂl of ihe Fulton ferry
(krooklyn side), and ecrusbed up against tne plers
with such loree that the lce pilea up on itéelf o the
helgnt of lully eizht or nine jwat, ‘I'he noise made
Wwae like distant thunder, and so great tuat Lhe
tveupla around the spol feit alraid, no douns, that

he whnole leMomo would be carriea away. The
Imass, alter rising sud remaluing poised for & tkms,
‘ell back In the water. In \be meantime the two
4 boats in the Brooklyn sips became prisoners and
coula mot move out from thelr pusisions, The
Fuiton leit New Yorg lo the meanwide, bat could
not jorce her way across and returoed to the
piaco which she haa leit. The Mineola In the
meanwhile, finaing she ¢ould pot land at Fulton
lerry, went up to Ustharine slip with har loaa.

ANOTHER BRIDGE.

The ice now preseuted o clean, clear, unbroken
suriace, siretchiog (rom the Martins' stores on
tue Brooklyn slde Lo the New York bridge tower.
Meén and boys congreguied around, wondering and
dlscussing whetber it would be sale to Lry o trip
acruse. It poemed Lo be the general oplulon that
| the lce would not do, and nobody ventured upon

1t. It wus evidently weaker than the duy belore,
and would provably not huve borne much weight,
Tie sty bad been upou It o long tume aund 1t lovked
SOMeWhal porous.

A MTSSMANAGED FERRY.

On the upper ierries the general detention was
Aome fiteen or twenty minutes longer than the
BVErage Lilps o twr weather. Tue ljongest and
mosEt tiresome pResage was thal of the Koosevell
sirvel aod Wihhnmsourg roate, wilcll, tedious at
any thoe, was made Lriply s0 yesterday as the
irips Were about toree Lies Lueir usaal durativn,
Bud o8 this Jerry 18 during . the day, bowever,
during toe nighs 1L is slmply shockingly managed,
A HERALD repurter had occasiol Lo cross ou Fri-
any nigny et about midmgnt,  There had been no
Lowt since ball past ton o'clock. It appears the
Vw800 Gf tlis was that whfle varing whe day wie
boRls  &re  under the orders o/ & Supoer-
intendent, ‘0uring  the DigLLs the piiots are
respobsloe Lo Do one,  and  ap arently
rup when they feel In the Lumor. & was
| evident that at the rime the HERALD repoiter
patd s fare the piot was not in the humor, The

| writer wundered up snd down the deck disconso- I

Iately, The water 4 tie time was quite elear, aud
over (rom Brookiyn she hghis shone and twinkled
101t The wiiter weal up op the puot's dock 1o
| take @ vetior look; 00 POt wis 10 Wis wheel-
huuse, e weut down agan, lboked o vhe en-
| Wine rootu-—Nho cogloeer; in Lhe fire room—no fiie.
ikl on bunrd ) nu deck handa; as Colune) seliers
would say, 00 nothing.” Wonuering Wuat it sl
ennt the reporter looked lu 8 lkile fureard
cutrip, and wiks rogaied by the sight of pilol, eu-
ginecr, ifeman, deok buuds and oihers, wil deeply
engaged io the didcussicn o & game ol poker. The
Bk BLaTLed at R ase twelve, and then the pllot
waly el off because he was & winoer oo # ‘il
Lang. It was very o ierestiig right throngh,
Te Sound Uoals have had earial tmes lutely,
The aiEnost wieck ol e Jontinental has been &
roady publisied, Dot all the otbers have also sul
fared severeiy, The Granite stave, whioh el Hay-
trvor, Coutl, st iwo u'n:[-;uu{{umnla witernoon,
only arrived last oigit, and w noember ol othors
have beed aetatned tu & Guration ol Lhres tmes
| auordinary Lrip. The palm of speed. however,

Hudson contioued so closed up, and thls, too, In s

place during such weatler as we Wwere compelled ']

Baaa of 15 Sothg ea e al

und i Lle and are forwarding
their frrelght by ray ‘At railroad rates. It ls
not belleved "that  the lce
Foint and Riker's lslaud will be passable in lesa
than & week or 80. Thers 18 no doudt that sone
of the bvand boats will adopt the outalde pas:

THE NOKTN RIVER,
At no time siuce ghe gommencement of the
present ley ers bos the North Hiver presented &
&rance than during the

1t was b up in the slips, hemming lo vessels
and rendering na tlon t aD lmpossibility.
The river, atid On the Jersey mids thars was & wids

slde there was & wide
ribbon of oclear water, whore il kinds of Oruls

with safety. For the flras timein

several daya various pa ve dosted the
of river, but they carellly

in with the 1cy

. »
barrier, whose outer edge was only a lew nundred
?oo}.{r'ti:lil ihe Jersey shore. The Emm on the New
f days, except thaZ persona livi
bood of the have become lLubltuated to wne
presence of the loe. At the foot of Thirtieth siree
about one P. M., men and boys were skating s
sliding upon the loce, even io the censre the

in the uelghbor-

river, 2 ioe was broken [nto foes of & few yards
:qnue. with occaslonal larger lelds. Numbers of

ASPTRANTS FOR IMMORTALITY

fmnsed themselves by jumping (rom one oake to
anosher aoti the limit of {ue floe was reached.
Beveral of uhese daring voyagors were csrried some
distauce up the river bolore Lhey were able Lo re-
turn to land, Durlng the.flood fide the river pre-
scDlad & very grotesque appearance. The general
effect wis 0l & huge ploughed fleld cut up in all
b directions by and iootpatha. To helghten

the illuslion the ice was pied up In fantastic
sbapes, resembling he and stacks of corn,
while o one_instance a iaihiul copy of
the typical New England barn was presented.
About ball-past one a miniature palace floated
slowly up the river, aturacting much attention
from the crowds of observers on the whurves.
The sun waa shining brightly at she time, and as
ita rays fell upon the berg one lorced to call
to mind the famouas paisce ol the press of all
the Russias, boilt complete from solid lce. 1t was
& very beautilul and picturesque sight, and hun-
dreds ol people stopped on the plers to witness i

BEALB IN THE RIVER.

Two distingnishea lorelgners visited the city
with yesterday's food tide. A#s alarge cake ol lce
Wag passing up the river at the foos of Twenty-
eighth street two large sealy were seen disport-
g themselves upon its sllppery suriace. For.
sgoveral duys seals have been reporied in the lower
bay, but it Is believed they buve never before
atiempied o sscend the Hudson. One venerable,
gray-haired skipper, who witnessed this unprece-
dented evenl, shook his bead solemnly and
prophesied s long duration of cold weatuer,

THR FERRIES

have run with tolerable regularity, and the Forry-
second street bowls successiully recommenced
their trips yesterduy moraing. At the Twenty-
third @#treet lerry the saccumulation ol ice
in the shps precluded the pouslhllllgn of
miaking rezular passages, and the 1]
were  taken o, Une of them, the James
Fisk, Jr., was employed as a tug auring the uay,
gnd towed & pumber of barges and Ughters up and
down the river, Tue Hoboken ferries ran very
well, notably 80 from Onristopher streei, which
line has never veen entirely biockaded since the be-
ginntug of the jee, At two o'clock P, M, the Chan-
cellor Livingston was stove 1o near the slarvoard

aadle box and was lald up two hours lo the Ho-

oken sUp. AUtwenty minutes before four o'clock
the Secauous, of the Darciay street llne, started
frum Hobaken, and when within & lew hundred
feet of the New York g£ide she was caught in a
lurge floe, after DAvVINg CUL & pAsEAge nearly
through it. Three duferent attacks were made
before 8 ehannel could bLe forced, and
for a lew minutes the passengers looked
biankly &t eacn other, all Jeanng & repeti-
uon of the Wehawken's fmte on Friday,
when flve hours were copanmed In making a
landing. Tne delay, however, was but shghe
Yesterday nem% “gatling day'’ much curiosity
was muntlested by numbers of people to see how
the ccean steamers would manage Lo escape (rom
the l&y vonds which imprisoneéd them In tne silps,
The White star steamer Baltic leit at noon, mest-
fog with no dimcenity woatever. The other
Bleamery foliowed suit, and tbe [vokers-on at the
wharves were cneated of their antcipated (un,
The ice affects the bariges and Lghters more than
gny oOther crait, Latge quantities of (reight
awalting trapsportativn bave sccumulated alvng
Lve North River iront, but 16 18 hoped it may all be
despatcined within the pext two days, Casualties
Nhave been comparatively lew, Tne steamer New-
port, of the Fall Idver lne, 18 laid up
for repairs, aud @A printed notice hus
been  posted declining t0  receive frelgnt.
The Newport reacbhed the city on Wednesaay
last baaly damaged. The ageat of the Providence
line reiuses to receive freigot, and the boats are
lylug idle, Much inoconvenience has been caused
by tue withdrawal of the steawmer [rom pier No. 8,
copuecting with she Souttern Raliroad of New
Jeraey. P 8, In quence, must go hy
Way of Farmingdaie, on the New Jersey Raiiroad.

IN THE BAY

the concditlon of Affairs wis worse than at any
time aaring the winter, The pilots who came o
to the city yesterday mormog made reports whlcﬁ
fudicate an utterly uuprecegented sconmuiation
of ice. ‘Tugs which went down Friday eveniug re-
jused to return umtl daylight. »several of the

1lois have had thelr ears aud bands frogen. But

1ttle call 1s made now upon cutguing pilols, as
shipowners a0 not care to risk the chenoe of
serious damage to thelr vessels, which would be
ioevilavie should they astempt to leave port in
the present condition of Lhe Bay. A HERALD re-
porter calied upon the chlel ofleer of the White
Star steamer Belgle, wmeh arrived a8 her prer
abuat eleven o'cluck yesterday morning. Tus
gentleman represented the lower bay as being
lull 01 Dosling ice, geberally broken Up in pompar-
suvely smail cakes. Iu several instances, now-
ever, the Belgic was obliged, under n preéss of
8'eam, Lo cut sarough large foes of a oot or more
in thickness. The (ce Lo the Bay seemed rotten
and spungy. The capraln of & small coasting
schooner, recently arrived, mentioued to the re-
purter that from Cape May nearly up to Neversink
an apparently sulid mass of lce extended for sey-
eral miles [rom the Jersey coast. This Immense
floe extended 80 far out to el thut frequentiy in
order Lo avold It the schoongr was obliged to run
entirely out of slgut of land, 4
NAVIGATION IN THE BOUND,

The condition of the river opposite Whitestone
apd ac Fort schuyler us compared with Thursday
Wild lar more laverable W0 uavization, there being
all day A good chanuel through the wce. Tugboats
witlh barges .n tow sieamed siong with but litt.e
apparent dificulty. Nooe of the coastwise steams
ers were sighted up to s late hour, and it 14 prob-
able that they remained in port, anticipatng
& atlll more iavorable condition of affalrs.

of tne steamer OCity of
New Bedfora, reported:i—

“We left ac hull-past seven -P. M., Thurs-
day and found thick ice 1In the river
and plenty of broken drift ice

in the bu{;
comparatively clear water was found untll nearly
up to Lisce Gull light; thick snow storm irom ten
o'clock antil four o'ciock this morning; woistle
gum; ail tbe time; trom the Gull to New Haven
EAVy lce, tuence to Sand's Peint light ice; Irom
Band's Point w Mell Gaie thick, heavy ice and the
Gate foll. Saw no Ireignt or passenger sieamer
Emns either way, except the City ol New Bedlord,
ound East.”
THE REVENUR BTEAMER GRANT.
The United States revenne cutter Grant was
d to leave her moorings off Communipaw,
and 18 now moored near the Narragansest stean-
shlp wharl, on the Nortn Hiver,

ICE YACHTING.

THE NEW HAMBURG CLUB IN PAD LUCK—
BPLENDID ICE BUT NO WIND-—A BORUB RACH

FOR THE NOK-ACTIVE MEMBLLS—PEROPOSED
EXCUBSION TO ALBANY.
New Hampcrg, N. Y., Feb. 13, 1875,

It was the Intention of the New Hamburg Ice
Yacht Ciub to decide three important races to-day.
Buch was the announcement of Commodore Grin-
nell last night, and everytidog polnted to the
reallzation of the hope that Old Boreas wonld
send  them & steady and falr breeze, as
this alone was desired 1o make she ogea.
sion & brillant succces. The resull, how-

| he morninug broke genile as a day in April, and
| untl two o'clock there was haraly atr sumlcient
to blow out & candle. Toen it pafed so lghtly
from the westward that but one event of miuor
Interest was declded. This s lJookied upon a8 very
unfortunaie by the members of tha club, &8 the
lce 18 0 the mosts magniicent condition. Far
down the river, even beyond Newburg, nine miles
away, and up this noble stresm to Milton, four
m.ies distant, the suriace of whe erystal piain 1s s
Amooth and ghttering as & mirror. Without
crncks, alr holes or weak places, 1t 1s In that per-
| lect state wo presont the toriung pastuoe of ice
yuchtng i its most atiractive for.
Notwithatanding the uniavorable nature of the
| morning the mewmbers of the club gathered enrly
Gt the river side and prepared thelr boats for
whatever might ton up.  Soon the gracemi
| things bad all sall et and thelr owners awaltad
paticnlly for breede. One, two, three and even
tour hours passed and still disappolntment stared
| Wiem in the faoe, [L was now dinner time, snd
| the owners repatred to their homes, Noping
| thas the afteruoon might be more favoraole

| for the sport.  All the morplug Commodore
| Grinnsl wag twu miles up the river, oppasiie
| LIA residenco, sarneatiy noping fof & precious pul
| b0 got Gin throe boati—oe Fiyang Cloud, rafd sud
| Whill—down 10 the siardng peint  Hal!l & dozen
| vmos be essaged the job, bot (milore was the re-

B0k AL (et the ighiest possibio sir Irom the
| Wedtward revived the hopes of kil handa, ana the

besween Sapd's-

@ WaA almost & repetition of the past two 4

aver, proves the precarious nature of the sport,™ns |

must Be awarded to the Sound boAt mug‘lr Toe yaoits clustired” s"Weme” fagutall noar

Norwalk, & freighs mwnu ususl tripfrom Nor- | the middie of the river and awaitsd tiie Commo-

walk (s nine hours, which arrivea here yesterday | dore’s com This omotsl laft bis ikrge boat, she

%gs{” ’Lng u:“ fve (dage, All tmhre ort :h':t ¥ ’?" Lo .“:a wuu';ud* n::lu ‘gun .:a
Sound i 1 én for Ve -

of the ﬂ“&" l.;mothl::ur st the | upon arrival there snsued & consu!tation. ry-

schilsmen so put ous. Tuey wished and w)
far 8 breeae, but 1t responded not. However,
there was u gentle awr surring, and woe little boal
cou'd get along with it on the smooth surface, an
that wad some consolation, This then was the
rasult of the eonlference:—The NOn-acLive mem-
bLers should be alloweda to name & boat and che
ouptaios would sail them to win, the prizes belng
8 silver gobiel and valuable re, urlwermum.
l‘gul'.'n The boats thus Dsdied compr the fol-

wing:—

The regatta committee consinted ot Megsrs, Henry
Van Wyck, Charles Van Anden and (. Hasbrouck.

The course was irom the liitie Oagstalm of ie the
steawn dook W another Off Barnegat y three
miles up the river, and return, %o silied

over (wioe, Lhius DA the o0
twelve miles. At 2: he boats belog
previonsly aligned acecor to the oositious

arawn, the Hegaita vommitiee, men thorougnly
conversant with their duties, left nothing %o be
desired in the juanner shey sent them on sheir
{ourney. ‘I'he WhiY was moss (ancied at the stars,
ut the wind was even too lght for her “I,.umth
0

mnﬁtanum. n an |n-
sLunt sney were gliding over glistering sar-
fuoa, boi not with shat wonderinl rapidity usual
when vhe wind I8 strong and steady. The sight
ol "mnfﬂ “r;5 was Wwitnessed by a hlﬁl
crowd, striking| exampl.lmnf the ml&r 14
ol the spors in thia mum{. ng the qUAT-
ters ol vhe pastime, 1t has that great numbver of ad-
mirers ita thmlllfnuhlﬂctar mands, The races
though tame, was [nteresting. A8 the bosts ap-
prosched the stamms at elther end of the course the
ril:sl.u nolse of the racers gliding over the ice
m merry musio, which was ted with oneers
by the walling throngs. The Puff at last headed
the little fees, and finally all rounded the home
Btukebost ua follows :—

g N8 B,
PUR oiecsvaenrse=- 3 31 30 \ | PpeES
ity 8 g Y E§

Thus the Puff won the firet prize, the silver gob-
let, and the Whifl she regis rm% Li¢rmometar,
tne former makiog the twelve miles In 30m.,
and the latter 10 42m. The character ol the win
may be better lmagined than descrived when it is
known that the Wi made the ssme journey one
week ago 1o 28m. 308,

A sorub rave of Lbe larger boats present, gﬂ-
prising the Zero, Peier Leroy ; Bertle, Geurge Luw-
8o ; Poantom, % F. Van Wyck; zarn:r. J. R. Lawe
8on; Zig Zag, Jacob Leroy, and Quickstep, William
Leroy, was attempted, but the b
oled to almost o BOd the Mmalter was unw)
lngly abandoned.

The ice yachismen are not despondent. This
day's experience is an old story with themn. Be-
fore the lce lenves Lbhem, Il It snows not, thers
will be many merry reunlons both with the clab
bere aod that virorous organization st Pough-
keepsie, Already the New Hamburg gentemen
are contemplating & trip to Aloany with their en-
tire fieet, 'mmr only awalt a thaw of sufticient
duratien to melt the snow now on the ice on the
Upper Hudson, wnen tuey will leave under ahors
notice lor that city., Bhould such @ journey be
taken the members of the associalion” wre prome
ised a lively reception.

YALE'S ROWING CREW.

A SAD ACCIDENT BEFALS ITS BEST OARSMAN.
- New HAVEN, Conn., Feb. 13, 1875,
The socident which ocourred yeaterday to Me.
Wood, of the Belentific Schoot ol Yale Gollege, by
which tuat gentieman, while coasting ncar the
College campus, broke one of his legs, has disabled
one of the beat bonting men Yale ever produced.
On him as an experisnced haod at the oar was

Captain Cook relying lor assistance next July. Mr.
Wood's physician says that his boauni duys are
over aud that the Bevere fracture of his [eg de-
mands great care Il e expects to recover its use,
Fears were entertained at oue time tha} ampusas

tlon would be npecessary, bag h#po%’
they are now  dispells Ml ood,
gince nis  entrance Into  the Selentitlo

Scnool in 1874, has been noted for his excellent
boating sbility, and bas pulled with several vie-
torions crews. Iu 1874 he was promoted to the
University crew, and his fine rowing at Saratogs
wou lor him the contidence of Uaplain ' W
consldered hum the best boatlng man in college,
His loss at this time is irreparable. The accldens
o Mr. Wood and the suspension last Wednesday
0l three sophoinores deprives wne college ol four
fine men, rendering the prospects for Yale's next
Umiversity crew gloomy sud boatlng men ae-
apondent,

LOTOS CLUB RECEPTION.

Tne Lotos Club held & pleasant Mitle reception
1nst night In sthe club house in Irving place.
There was & goodly company present, composed
folely of the sierver sex. A nomber of Invitations
had been sent out and some f[ew notable people
atiended. The word reception is of course only
used for want of a better one to claracterise

gomething less than lormal LUt More shad come
monplace, A number of members granted sneir
gervices Lo make the evening as enjoyable ag pos
siule, Mr. Howard Pauol, fresh irom one of his
Wwyaterions T.nss. gave several excellent sketches
sud sonys, and came out of the ordeal jn his usasl
happy manner after several encores. W. J.
Florence ulso gave some coinle recitations o Lan-
caslire [rish, & sort of compound vrogue, waich, of
course, were well received. Several of the mure
muosical mémbers sang and played, played and
giang, while the assembiy taiked wnd talked, and
smuked aod drapk and ate, aud dig all waouer of
things which are vsually supposed to be pleasant,
There could be no doubt that everybody taought
bhe wus having & jolly time, Tnere was nlso a littie
coliation served, which was sans cdrémomie, bus
gquite touthsome, THe main aliracilon was the
golution of the Bamouar, which has been nusauu:
the members ol the clup lor some time, and whic
wis found to signily & Russisn tea urn, [(rom
which tea was served to all present in glasses, 4
la Rusya. It was generally voted a suce though
it was remarkabie that the mujurity dld not pass
thelr glasses & second tlme (or the 1nnocent bever-
age. Altogether she reception wad a success,

THE BALL BEASON.

Nelther the Lentan season nor the miserably cold
wedtber scems o have sny effect upon the de-
votees ol Terpeichore Il one. may judge from the
number of ballsa announced for the present week,
Amopg the most important of them is that to be
given by ine Eighty-fourth regiment to-morrow
evenling at Irving Hall. Tuesday evening a ball will
| be given at ine Academy of Music in aid of the
fund of the United Hebrew Charities and under

the management of the Purtm Association. It is
prumised thut bearly all of our iesalng Jewisa
resfdents will be repiesented on tho committee.
‘Ihie same evening there will bo a mask bail at tbe
Germania mbly Rooms under LLue suspices of
tie Uoncordia Muenperchor,

The Fidelin Quartat Club will give their ball at
the National Assembly Hooms, In West Forty-
fourth street, on tne evenl
wiile & St. Valentine's keitledrum s announ
for to-mmorrow evening and Wednesday forenoon
in the armory ol the Seventy-frat regiment. Thia
affair wil be 1o aid of the Samaritan me for the

Aged,

E-nu grand annual charity ball of the Bocibé
Alsaclenne Lorraine, wid be neld in irving Hall
on Weanesday evening, Febr 17, and promises
to be one of the most enjoyable social events of
the sesson. The proceeds of ths entertalnment
are lor the benelit of Aisstlan emigrantis in dis-
tress, and will be prudently expeénded for Lheir
relief, under the directlen of the worthy prestdent
o0l Lbe society, Mr. Joseph Strauss, aud 'bis asso-
clates In LLe management. .

At Tammany Hall, on the 27th inst., the ball of
thl;.'dempluyea of Dodds’' Expresa Cempany will be

e,

The Grand Upera ball, which will take place as
the Academy okMusic on Wednesday evening,
February 24, will be the [ast [ancy dress reunion
of the seasun, The event iy unq:r mm&?unm
patronage, and .she proceeds will be voted
toward Lbe establishment of & school of art In
tois city. The whole amair will be directly onder
the maungement of M. Henri Duchatel, former|
superiutendent of the ‘“Grands Bals d'Upera,’
Paris, Three new troupes oi French dancers w
| appesr, and \bere will be @ divertissement and
| tablean by 100 coryphees, entitled “La Danse des
Insects,”!” Severa: otuer noveities wiil we Intro-
uueed,

TilE QUSTOM HOUSE.

| Yesterday in the gloomy corridors of the Custom
House Toin Hood's strange lines of sthe “Haunsed
House" came quickly to mind, commeneing :—

And over all thers hung & olond of loar,

A senise of mystery we spirls daunted, &e.,
for groups stoods in the shadows dlscussing the
“plack 1lss" soon to be mads publle. The As<istanty
Collector told the HERALD réporter it waa possible
tie names would be ready by Monday, or else de.
ferved for special reasons. ln the meautime goss
ip w(‘a’uld relgn supreme as to wWlio NRmes W ve sub
mtted,

On;the 25th tnst, there will be sold by Messrs, Bur
dett & Dennis, auctionesrs, 70.000 ohoice Havanoa
clgars, seized by the cusioms vficers as smuggied,
A puff once maere for Uncle Bam's wateliul omctm.

VERDIOT AGAINST A JERSEY BRIDGE
COMPANY,

at North Betleville pussed ous of the hauds of &
private corporation lnte the ownership of the
countien of Essex and Bergen, tye commissioners
awarding for the bridge $3,000. To this sum the
brivge company demurred And carried ihe matied
lato Lhe Kasex county oouris ou au appoal, fhe

clalined 36,000, Yeaierday tho suit wis deotde

:r:l J&"" foding & verdics for the company

I




